“Vessels of Honor”
Week 19: John 2:1-12 §32, 33

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His disciples were
invited to the wedding.
What disciples do we know about so far?

3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have
no wine." 4 And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do
with us? My hour has not yet come."
What do you think Jesus meant by that?

For next time, John 2:1-12 §32, 33

5 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 6
Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of
purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to
them, "Fill the waterpots with water." So they filled them up to the
brim. 8 And He said to them, "Draw some out now and take it to the
headwaiter." So they took it to him.
The Babylonian Talmud[6] discusses two types of washing at
meals: washing before a meal is described as first waters (the

Hebrew term is mayim rishonim), and after a meal is known
as last waters (the Hebrew term is mayim aharonim). The first
term has generally fallen from contemporary usage; the second
term has stuck. The modern term for the former is Ntillat yadayim,
washing of hands. Washing before meals is normative
in Orthodox Judaism.
Halakha (Jewish law) requires that the water used for ritual
washing be naturally pure, unused, not contain other substances,
and not be discoloured. The water also must be poured from a
vessel as a human act, on the basis of references in the Bible to
this practice, e.g. Elisha pouring water upon the hands of Elijah.
Water should be poured on each hand at least twice. A clean dry
substance should be used instead if water is unavailable

9 When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and
did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn
the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said
to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when the people
have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept
the good wine until now." 11 This beginning of His signs Jesus did in
Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in
Him.
Why would Jesus have let only the servants know where the wine
came from?

Did Jesus do this prematurely, given His comment in verse 4?

Do you think there was any meaning to Jesus using vessels for
cleansing to serve wine from?

What is meant by “glory” in verse 11?

12 After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His
brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days.
At this point we see Jesus traveling with His family and His disciples
together. How do you think his family saw His taking on the role of a
Rabbi at this point?

